
Revised Oct. 2019 
 

 
 
 
 

Genoa Christian Academy 
 

Athletic Handbook 
 

7562 Lewis Center Road 
Westerville, OH 43082 

 740-965-5433  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



- 1 - 

 

Genoa Christian Academy Athletic Handbook 
 

 
 

Goals of the Athletic Program 
 

Genoa Christian Academy understands the importance of athletics in the development of the student. However, 
we also understand that athletics is only a small part of the student development. Our approach to athletics 
stems from our school philosophy of education, our school mission statement, and our school vision statement.  
 
The goal of Genoa Christian Academy in partnership with the family and the church is to educate the whole 
child—spiritually, mentally, socially, and physically. The athletic program at Genoa Christian Academy exists to 
provide learning and character development in all aspects of life.  
 
The goals of the athletic program are guided by personal and educational philosophies which include: 
 

 to be focused on Christ in all things through Biblical teaching and integration. 

 to strive to reflect a Christian worldview. 

 to be committed to the education of the whole child. 

 to create a positive and caring learning environment for all individuals involved so as to recognize that 
all are important to God. 

 to understand that athletics is only a portion of the overall learning experience. 

 to be organized and prepared to meet the needs, interests, and abilities of the students. 

 to provide quality education from dedicated staff members. 

 to promote learning opportunities with professional leadership, established objectives, and acceptable 
standards of behavior. 

 to provide quality facilities, equipment, and supplies which promote safety as well as optimum learning. 

 to provide well-planned and well-balanced interscholastic activities.  

 to promote involvement not only of the participants but also the school body, the school family and the 
community. 

 to provide the athlete with an opportunity to represent the leadership and the school in a God honoring 
manner. 

 
 

Athletic League Affiliation 
 

Genoa Christian Academy is affiliated with the Central Ohio Athletic League (COAL). The COAL is a league 
comprised of Christian and non-Christian private schools. GCA joined the COAL in 2006.  
 

  
Athletic Participation Requirements 
 

All athletes who compete for Genoa Christian Academy are held to a high standard based on the school’s 
commitment to biblically based education. All student-athletes must: 
 

 be registered as a student at Genoa Christian Academy.* 

 meet all academic eligibility standards set by the school.  

 must have a current year's OHSAA Physical Form on file in the athletic office (physicals are good for 
one calendar year). 

 must have a current year's athletic Emergency Medical Card on file in the school's athletic office. 

 must have a current year’s Athletic Responsibility Acknowledgement on file in the athletic office. 

 must pay the participation fee currently set at $125 per student per sport ($200 family maximum). 

 must adhere to the rules and regulations set by the athletic department. 
 

*Does not apply to non-students grandfathered into our athletic program. 
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Tryouts 
 

Coaches will use their discretion on choosing players for their team based on evaluation during preseason 
tryouts. All potential players and parents need to understand and be aware that not all students are guaranteed 
a position on the team. Cuts can be made because of skill level or attitude and character.   
 
 

 
Academic Eligibility of Student Athletes 
 

 A student receiving an F on a report card is ineligible for the following quarter.  
 

 A student receiving a D on a report card is also ineligible for the following quarter; however, they will 
have the opportunity to become eligible at the 3- or 6-week academic check. 
 

 The fourth (4
th
) quarter grades will affect the eligibility of students planning to participate in fall sports 

first (1
st
) quarter. All 6

th
 and 9

th
 grade students are eligible for the first (1

st
) quarter. 

 
 

Attendance: 
 

 Student-athletes are expected to fulfill their commitment to the team by attending all practices and 
games on time and being well prepared. 

 A student-athlete who is absent from school is not permitted to practice or play on that day. Exceptions 
may be made for a funeral, college/career visit or school field trip. The GCA Absence Pre-approval 
Form must be signed and submitted to the office prior to the absence. Unapproved absences include 
family events, vacations, illness and church/community events. 

 A student-athlete who must leave school or arrive late for a doctor’s appointment must have a note from 
the doctor and return to school immediately following the appointment in order to be eligible to practice 
or play on that day.  

 A student-athlete who is suspended may not attend practices or games on that day. 

 Detentions will not be rescheduled to accommodate practices or games. 

 Administration may deem a student-athlete ineligible based on excessive patterns of tardiness. 
 
 
 

Game Day Behavior: 
 

 For away games, departure times will be announced and players are to be at the school in game-day 
dress at the announced departure time. 

 Student-athletes are expected to adhere to all GCA standards and expectations in regards to interaction 
with opposing teams, fans, officials, and coaching staff.  

 Coaching and administrative staff may enforce disciplinary action up to and including suspension from 
games or removal from the team for inappropriate behavior.  
 

 

Uniform Care: 
 

 Student-athletes are responsible for all uniforms issued to them at the beginning of the season. 

 Any school-issued uniform is to be washed and returned to the athletic department upon conclusion of 
the season. 

 Student-athletes are responsible for any uniform equipment belonging to the school that is damaged in 
some way. All damages or losses should be reported the coach immediately 

 Student-athletes are only permitted to wear their athletic uniform for games unless permission is granted 
from the principal, athletic director, or coach. 
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Equipment Care: 
 

 Student-athletes are required to treat all school equipment and athletic facilities properly. 

 Student-athletes are to understand that any deliberate damage to equipment or facilities will result in 
disciplinary action. 

 
 
 

Multi-Sport Athletes 
 

GCA students may only participate in one sport per season, with the exception of bowling and golf. 
 
 
 

Parent/Fan Code of Conduct 
 

GCA values the role of parents and fans and asks that they participate in the following capacities: 
 

 Show respect to players, teams, referees, coaches and parents. 

 Encourage and affirm all participants. Language that is demeaning or derogatory is not permitted.  

 If there is a concern about a coach or the team, the parent should go to the coach to discuss the 
concern privately (not before or during a practice or game). If the concern is not adequately resolved, 
the athletic director may be consulted to aid in resolution. It is destructive to the team and always 
inappropriate to criticize the coach or the team on the sidelines before, during or after a game, or in 
any private conversations at any time if the coach is not present. 

 
 
 

Athletic Fundraising Guidelines 
 

Athletic fundraising activities must be approved by the Athletic Director and Principal. 
 
 
 

Cancellations 
 

Cancellation of practices will be made by the coach. Cancellation of games will be made by the Athletic Director 
or Principal. GCA will attempt to notify parents by 12 p.m. the day of the practice or game if a cancellation does 
occur. 
 
In the event that school is cancelled due to weather, all practices scheduled for that day are cancelled. Games 
scheduled for days when school is cancelled due to weather will be decided by the Athletic Director or Principal 
on a case-by-case basis.   
 
 
 

Transportation 
 
Student-athletes and their parents must coordinate their own transportation to and from off-site athletic events.  


